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ABSTRACT

Football is one of the most widely followed sports in the world, and decisions made by referees directly mfluence match results, perceptions
of faimess, and the credibility of officiating. The Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system was introduced to improve decision-making
accuracy and faimess by assisting referees in cases of clear and obwvious emors. However, despite its implementation in Malaysian
professional football, concems persist regarding the consistency of decisions, referee authority, and the effectiveness of VAR procedures.
This study aims to examine VAR implementation in Malavsian professional football by analyzing official documents, including match
reports, VAR records, regulations, and goveming guidelines. The analysis focuses exclusively on secondary data sources, mcluding official
match reports, VAR review records, regulatory documents, and officiating guidelines related to VAR implementation in Malaysian
professional football. This study employs document analysis as the primary ‘research instrument. The instruments consist of a structured
document analysis checklist and coding framework developed to systematically examine VAR implementation and referee decisionmaking
in Malaysian professxonal football. Official match reports issued b} the Mala}"snan Football League (MFL) for the 2024/25 and 202526
Mala}'sia League seasons, which typically range from 2 to 5 pages per match and provide formal records of match incidents, disciplinary
actions, and referee decisions. In addition, VAR review records and post-match referee assessment reports produced by the Football
Association of Malaysia (FAM) were examined to evaluate decision outcomes, review processes, and referee performance feedback. Data
analysis in this study mvolves a systematic review of selected documents related to VAR implementation and referee decision-making in
Mealaysian professional football. Official match reports. VAR records, referee assessment reports, and competition regulations are analysed
using a structured document analysis checklist and coding framework based on the Laws of the Game and VAR protocel. VAR incidents
are coded by incident type, review procedure, nature of the decision, and final outcome, enabling the identification of pattemns and the
evaluation of decision consistency and procedural alignment. Keywords: Video Assistant Referee (VAR), decision making, Laws of the
Game
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INTRODUCTION

This template is constructed to assist authors in presenting their work so that it will be easy to be reviewed by the reviewers.
Having a standard template will also assist in the eventual publication process should the paper is accepted. Submitting an
article that is easier to be read by the reviewer will assist in expediting the review process.

This template was designed such that the author can substitute each section with one’s work accordingly and expand it as
necessary. It includes samples of referencing and type formatting which is expected when submitting a manuscript in MS
Word, which is the only acceptable format. The manuscript must not exceed 10,000 words excluding references and
appendices. The manuscript also should meet the similarity index for less than 30%. The body text should be presented in
a single paragraph with justified alignment.

HEADING 1 (Center,
. . ) UPPERCASE. Bold, Times New
Heading 2 (Align left, Cap First LITERATURE REVIEW Roman 12)

Word, Bold, Times New Roman 12)
Research Problem
Subinitied an aiticie shouid be structured in a way that follows a suitable journal publication style. The paper should be
segmented with appropriate headings such as the following flow: Abstract, Introduction, Methodology, Results,
Discussion/Conclusion, and References. However, the author may include other headings as deem necessary, such as
Literature Review and Acknowledgement. The body text should be presented in a single paragraph with justified

alignment. Subheading (Heading 3) (Align left, Italic, Cap First Word,

Times New Roman 12)
Research Gap

Sub-heading may be inserted to improve the structure of the paper. This paragraph is an example of how a sub-heading. If
required, a further hierarchicai breakdown can uiiiise ine subseciion or buiiei poinis. The body text should be presented in
a single paragraph with iustified alianment,

Subheading (Heading 4) (Align left, Cap First Word, Times
Research Theory =~ New Roman 11)
This section is to illustrate format in the subsection. The text should be represented in single column with justified
alignment. The body text should be presented with justified alignment.

METHODOLOGY

Figures and tables are to be embedded in the main text body. They should not have cosmetic enhancement such as a shadow
frame. One blank line separates the figure or table with the following text.

Figure 1
Each figure must be explained by a legend at the bottom using the same format as body text
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Table 1
Each table must be preceded with a label placed with sequence number and title using the same format as body text.
TYPE CASE FONT SIZE FORMAT ALIGNMENT
Heading Upper Times New 10 Bold Center
Roman
Subheading Upper Times New 10 Normal Centre
Roman
Subsection Sentence Times New 10 Normal Centre
Roman

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

[Write here — Justify Align, Times New Roman 10, single spacing]

CONCLUSION
[Write here — Justify Align, Times New Roman 10, single spacing]
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